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Abstract 

The study examines the impacts of police checkpoints on crime and community involvement in 
Nigeria. It investigated how police checkpoints, meant to ensure public safety, may influence crime 
patterns and either foster or hinder community participation. The study highlighted that while 
checkpoints can deter criminal activities by increasing police visibility, they may also cause tensions 
between the police and local communities due to harassment and human rights concerns. Additionally, 
the study explores the relationship between checkpoints and community trust in law enforcement, 
noting that improper handling of checkpoints could negatively impact public cooperation. In the 
process of this study, the researchers theoretically find that effective management of police checkpoints 
could improve crime control and strengthen community engagement in law enforcement activities. The 
study further calls for continuous reforms to enhance the effectiveness and public perception of police 
checkpoints in Nigeria. In conclusion, the researchers stated that police checkpoints in Nigeria help 
reduce crime, improve public safety, and strengthen community-police relations. While effective, 
challenges such as human rights concerns and economic impacts on businesses must be addressed. A 
balanced approach prioritizing community engagement and human rights is crucial. The study 
recommended among others that Comprehensive Studies should be carried out in other states of 
Nigeria to evaluate the effectiveness of police checkpoints in crime deterrence and prevention, 
ensuring that data across diverse environments is collected to provide a holistic view of checkpoint 
operations and their impact on reducing criminal activities. The researchers also suggested that future 
research should explore regional impacts and adapt theories like Broken Windows to local contexts.
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Introduction 
Police checkpoints are strategic locations 
established by law enforcement agencies to 
monitor and control vehicle movement, enforce 
traffic laws, and prevent crime. In Nigeria, these 
checkpoints have become a common sight on 
roads, particularly in urban areas and regions 
prone to criminal activity. Police checkpoints 
serve multiple purposes, including crime 
deterrence, vehicle inspections for stolen cars, 
and the apprehension of offenders. Okeke and 
Alao (2018) highlighted that police checkpoints 
can act as a visible deterrent to crime, as their 
presence often instills fear in potential offenders. 
However, the effectiveness of these checkpoints 

varies significantly based on the local context and 
the level of community trust in law enforcement. 
Despite their intended benefits, police 
checkpoints in Nigeria face numerous challenges, 
including corruption, abuse of power, and 
community distrust. Many citizens report 
experiences of extortion and harassment at these 
checkpoints ,  which undermines  thei r  
effectiveness and contributes to negative 
perceptions of law enforcement. 

Adekeye (2017) indicated that the public often 
views checkpoints as opportunities for police 
officers to exploit motorists for bribes rather than 
as genuine efforts to maintain security. This 



community involvement in crime prevention in 
Nigeria dates back to traditional systems of 
governance and communal living, where local 
leaders and elders played a significant role in 
maintaining order. However, the effectiveness of 
these systems has diminished due to urbanization, 
social disintegration, and the increasing influence 
of organized crime. Olatunji and Obiora (2021) 
reiterated that modern approaches to community 
policing in Nigeria seek to integrate traditional 
methods with contemporary strategies to enhance 
public safety. This blending of old and new 
practices can strengthen community ties and 
promote collective action against crime. 
Challenges to community involvement in crime 
prevention include distrust of law enforcement, 
social inequality, and insufficient communication 
between police and community members. 
Akintoye (2020)highlighted that fear of police 
retaliation or discrimination can deter individuals 
from reporting crimes or participating in 
community safety initiatives. To overcome these 
barriers, there is a need for transparent 
communication, capacity-building programs, and 
community-driven safety initiatives that 
empower residents. By fostering trust and 
collaboration between law enforcement and 
communities, Nigeria can create a more effective 
crime prevention framework that addresses the 
unique needs of diverse neighborhoods.

The Impact of Police Checkpoints on Crime 
and Community Involvement in Nigeria
The establishment of police checkpoints in 
Nigeria has had a significant impact on crime 
dynamics and community involvement in safety 
initiatives. Checkpoints are intended to serve as 
deterrents to criminal activity by increasing 
police visibility and facilitating the apprehension 
of offenders. However, their effectiveness is often 
compromised by challenges such as corruption, 
abuse of power, and the public's negative 
perception of law enforcement. Ogundipe (2021) 
stated that while checkpoints can contribute to a 
reduction in crime in certain areas, the 
experiences of extortion and harassment at these 
sites can alienate communities, thereby 
undermining public trust in the police. This cycle 
of distrust can hinder community cooperation in 

perception can diminish community cooperation 
with police efforts, ultimately affecting crime 
prevention initiatives. Moreover, the strategic 
placement and operational effectiveness of police 
checkpoints are crucial for enhancing community 
safety. Effective checkpoints should be located in 
high-crime areas, operate with transparency, and 
engage with the community to build trust. 
Odewale (2020) emphasized the importance of 
community involvement in the design and 
implementation of checkpoint operations. 
Engaging with local stakeholders not only fosters 
a sense of ownership but also ensures that 
checkpoints address specific community needs, 
ultimately contributing to a more effective crime 
prevention strategy.

In addition, Broken Windows Theory contributes 
to knowledge by establishing a framework for 
understanding the relationship between disorder 
and crime, there remain gaps in its application, 
especially in culturally diverse and complex 
urban settings like Nigeria. Critics argue that the 
theory oversimplify the factors contributing to 
crime and not adequately address the unique 
socio-economic conditions prevalent in Nigerian 
communities. As such, further research is needed 
to adapt the principles of the Broken Windows 
Theory to local contexts and evaluate its 
effect iveness in foster ing community 
participation and reducing crime rates in Nigeria.

Crime and Community Involvement in 
Nigeria

Community involvement in crime prevention is 
vital in Nigeria, where law enforcement agencies 
often struggle with limited resources and public 
trust. Engaging communities in crime prevention 
initiatives enhances cooperation between citizens 
and law enforcement, fostering a collective 
responsibility for safety and security. Ekpenyong 
(2019) indicated that communities with strong 
social networks are more likely to participate in 
crime prevention activities, thereby reducing 
crime rates. Community involvement can take 
many forms, including neighborhood watch 
programs, youth engagement initiatives, and 
collaborative efforts with local authorities to 
address specific crime issues.The history of 
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rapport with community members, as noted by 
Ezeokoli (2020), checkpoints enable police to 
gather critical information on local crime patterns 
while improving community-police relations 
through respectful interactions.

The impact of checkpoints on local economies 
and human rights, however, is mixed. Adebayo 
(2021) noted that while the presence of 
checkpoints can boost business by ensuring a 
secure environment, they can also disrupt 
transport and commerce when not managed 
efficiently. Issues of accountability are 
paramount; instances of harassment or extortion 
at checkpoints can erode trust and discourage the 
public from reporting crimes. Furthermore, 
checkpoints may inadvertently shift crime to less-
policed areas, as noted by Chukwuma (2020), 
which affects rural communities that might not 
have the same level of police protection. 
Ultimately, the presence of checkpoints supports 
rapid police response, reinforcing law 
enforcement's capability to intervene quickly in 
emergencies and enhance public cooperation in 
reporting crime.Police checkpoints are a critical 
component of law enforcement strategies 
worldwide, designed to ensure public safety, 
combat crime, and uphold order. The 
constitutional framework for police checkpoints 
is often rooted in the balance between 
maintaining public safety and preserving 
individual rights. In many jurisdictions, including 
Nigeria, the authority to establish police 
checkpoints is derived from constitutional 
provisions and statutory laws governing law 
enforcement. For instance, the Nigerian 
Constitution (1999, as amended) assigns the 
police the responsibility of ensuring internal 
security under Section 214, while Section 4 of the 
Police Act 2020 empowers the police to prevent 
crime and apprehend offenders. These legal 
frameworks collectively provide a basis for 
setting up checkpoints to deter criminal activities, 
check compliance with traffic regulations, and 
enforce security protocols.

However, the constitutional legitimacy of police 
checkpoints is contingent on adherence to 
specific legal standards and human rights 

crime reporting and prevention efforts.The 
historical context of police checkpoints in Nigeria 
reveals a dual purpose: addressing security 
concerns and maintaining public order. As 
Nigeria has grappled with rising crime rates and 
security challenges, checkpoints have become a 
prominent feature of the landscape. However, the 
effectiveness of these checkpoints is closely 
linked to community involvement. Usman and 
Haruna (2020) argued that successful checkpoint 
operations require collaboration between law 
enforcement and community members. By 
engaging residents in the planning and execution 
of checkpoint activities, police can enhance 
transparency and accountability, ultimately 
fostering a sense of community ownership over 
local safety.

Despite their challenges, police checkpoints can 
serve as crucial points for fostering community 
involvement in crime prevention. When 
communities perceive checkpoints as genuine 
efforts to enhance safety rather than tools for 
exploitation, they are more likely to engage with 
law enforcement and participate in safety 
initiatives. Oladipo and Adebisi (2017) 
underscored the importance of building trust 
through community outreach programs that 
educate residents about the purpose of 
checkpoints and encourage collaboration in 
reporting crime. By addressing the challenges 
associated with police checkpoints and 
emphasizing community involvement, Nigeria 
can create a more effective and responsive 
framework for crime prevention that benefits both 
law enforcement and the communities they 
serve.Police checkpoints in Nigeria play a 
significant role in deterring crime by creating a 
visible law enforcement presence, particularly 
along major roads and highways. Obiora and 
Maduka (2021) highlighted that checkpoints 
disrupt road-related crime by creating barriers 
that discourage offenses such as armed robbery 
and kidnapping, especially on intercity routes. 
This visible security also fosters an improved 
public perception of safety, encouraging residents 
to feel safer and more likely to engage in public 
activities without fear. Additionally, checkpoints 
allow officers to collect intelligence and foster 
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effective aspect of checkpoints as a deterrent is 
their unpredictability. Regularly changing 
checkpoint locations and setup times can make it 
difficult for criminals to anticipate their presence, 
further deterring planned criminal acts. As 
Afolabi (2021) discussed, the impact of this 
strategy on organized crime, such as trafficking 
and armed robbery, has been significant in urban 
and semi-urban regions in Nigeria, where these 
offenses are often coordinated by networks of 
individuals. The randomness of checkpoints 
forces criminals to adopt riskier strategies, which 
often lead to higher arrest rates and disrupt the 
overall crime network in the area.

Moreover, checkpoints contribute to the 
immediate disruption of criminal activities by 
intercepting suspects in transit. In Nigeria, where 
there is often limited access to reliable 
transportation, criminals rely on main roadways 
to conduct illegal activities. Police presence along 
these roads increases the difficulty of executing 
and escaping after crimes. Studies show that in 
regions with high checkpoint presence, there is a 
notable decrease in crimes like vehicle theft and 
kidnappings (Ezeh&Nwokolo, 2019). This 
demonstrated the checkpoint's role in not just 
deterring, but actively preventing crimes from 
taking place.However, the success of checkpoints 
in crime prevention largely depends on their 
implementation. Ogunleye (2021) maintained 
that checkpoints positioned based on crime data 
and community feedback have a greater impact 
on crime prevention than randomly placed ones. 
For instance, focusing on areas with higher 
reported incidents of theft and violent crime can 
significantly reduce the occurrence of such 
offenses. Additionally, training officers on 
maintaining visibility and conducting efficient 
searches without causing undue delays can 
optimize checkpoints for crime prevention.Police 
checkpoints contribute to a broader preventive 
strategy by promoting safer communities. When 
residents see visible security measures in their 
neighborhoods, it reassures them that crime 
prevention is a priority, which can lead to 
increased public support for police efforts 
(Okechukwu&Adeola, 2020). Community trust 
in police efforts, in turn, leads to more willingness 

principles. Olatunji (2019) emphasized that the 
operation of these checkpoints must comply with 
the constitutional protection of fundamental 
human rights, including freedom of movement 
and protection from arbitrary detention. In line 
with Section 41 of the Nigerian Constitution, 
citizens have the right to move freely within the 
country, and this right can only be restricted 
lawfully. Checkpoints must, therefore, serve a 
legitimate purpose, such as public safety, and be 
conducted in a manner that minimizes 
inconvenience and respects the dignity of road 
users. Excessive use of force, harassment, or 
extortion at checkpoints undermines their 
constitutional legitimacy and public trust in law 
enforcement.To address potential abuses and 
enhance the constitutional compliance of 
checkpoints, judicial interpretations and reforms 
have provided additional guidance. For example, 
courts have ruled that arbitrary or improperly 
conducted checkpoints violate citizens' rights and 
the rule of law. Ogundipe (2018) noted that the 
judiciary plays a pivotal role in delineating the 
permissible scope of police authority at 
checkpoints, emphasizing transparency, 
accountability, and adherence to due process. 
Thus ,  wh i l e  po l i ce  checkpo in t s  a r e  
constitutionally backed as a tool for public safety, 
their implementation must consistently align with 
legal standards and human rights protections to 
maintain their legitimacy and efficacy in society.

Crime Deterrence and Prevention
Police checkpoints are essential tools in crime 
deterrence, as they create a visible presence of law 
enforcement that discourages criminal activities. 
The theoretical basis for this effect is rooted in 
deterrence theory, which argues that individuals 
are less likely to commit crimes when they 
perceive a high likelihood of being caught 
(Clarke, 2021). In Nigeria, where highway 
robbery and violent crimes have become 
prevalent, checkpoints act as a barrier that makes 
it more difficult for criminals to operate without 
fear of interception by police. Akinwunmi and 
Eze (2018) asserted that strategic positioning of 
checkpoints can lead to a substantial reduction in 
certain types of crime, especially in areas 
previously known for high crime rates.One 
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by other measures to be most effective. Adebisi 
(2020) suggested that law enforcement agencies 
should integrate checkpoints with technological 
solutions like surveillance cameras and 
automated vehicle identification systems to better 
monitor and secure highways. This integration 
can improve the efficiency of crime reduction 
efforts, as it enables quick identification and 
tracking of suspects. Additionally, using data on 
crime hotspots to determine checkpoint locations 
can further enhance their effectiveness, ensuring 
that police resources are focused on the areas 
most in need of intervention.

Enhanced Public Perception of Safety
Enhanced public perception of safety is crucial 
for fostering community trust in law enforcement. 
When citizens feel secure in their environment, 
they are more likely to engage positively with 
their neighborhoods. For instance, Alabi and 
Olutayo (2021) reviewed that active participation 
in community safety programs significantly 
correlated with increased public confidence in 
local police forces. Furthermore, a positive 
perception of safety can reduce crime rates. When 
individuals believe they live in a safe community, 
they are less likely to be victims of crime and 
more likely to report suspicious activities. Adamu 
and  Usman  (2020)  h igh l igh t ed  t ha t  
neighborhoods with proactive policing strategies, 
such as regular patrols and community outreach, 
experienced a marked decrease in crime rates and 
an increase in public willingness to cooperate 
with law enforcement. However, achieving an 
enhanced perception of safety requires sustained 
efforts and transparency from law enforcement 
agencies. As emphasized by Obasi and Izuogu 
(2017), it is essential for police to engage in open 
dialogues with community members, ensuring 
that concerns are addressed and that safety 
initiatives are responsive to the community's 
needs. This two-way communication fosters trust 
and reinforces the community's role in 
maintaining safety.

Improvement in Intelligence Gathering
Improved intelligence gathering is fundamental 
to effective policing and crime prevention 
strategies. Enhanced data collection methods, 

to cooperate with law enforcement and report 
crimes, which strengthens overall security. Thus, 
checkpoints, when thoughtfully implemented and 
managed, act as a powerful tool for deterring and 
preventing crime in Nigerian communities.

Reduction in Road-Related Crime
In Nigeria, road-related crime, including highway 
robbery, carjacking, and kidnapping, has been a 
persistent issue, particularly on intercity routes 
with limited surveillance. Police checkpoints 
strategically positioned on major roads and 
highways have been effective in reducing such 
crimes by providing visible barriers against 
criminal activities. Okoye and Akintola (2020) 
said that checkpoints serve as interception points 
that disrupt the plans of criminals who rely on 
unmonitored roads to execute their illegal 
activities. This role in intercepting suspects has 
contributed to a measurable reduction in road-
related crime in high-risk areas.Furthermore, the 
psychological deterrent effect of police 
checkpoints contributes significantly to reducing 
road-related crime. As noted by Nnamani (2021), 
the presence of uniformed officers at checkpoints 
creates a sense of increased risk for criminals, 
particularly those involved in organized criminal 
activities like smuggling and drug trafficking. 
This presence forces criminals to either avoid 
certain roads or abandon their plans altogether, as 
the risk of interception increases. In some cases, 
the deterrent effect alone has been effective 
enough to reduce incidences of crime without 
requiring additional police action.

A direct result of reduced road-related crime is 
safer passage for both local commuters and 
intercity travelers. Ifeanyi and Ogunleye (2021) 
acknowledged that safer roads encourage travel 
and trade, boosting economic activity in regions 
that were previously affected by high crime rates. 
This improvement in road safety due to 
checkpoints also benefits local businesses that 
depend on road transportation for moving goods. 
With reduced crime on the roads, transportation 
costs decrease, and delivery times improve, 
which can positively impact the local 
economy.However, while checkpoints reduce 
road-related crime, they must be complemented 
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tensions and mistrust,  particularly in 
marginalized communities, can hinder efforts to 
strengthen relations. To overcome these barriers, 
law enforcement agencies must prioritize cultural 
competency training and establish mechanisms 
for community feedback, ensuring that all voices 
are heard and respected (Dutta, 2017).

Economic Impact on Local Businesses and 
Transport
The economic impact of policing on local 
businesses and transport systems is a critical 
consideration for community safety initiatives. 
Ekpo (2018) indicated that neighborhoods with 
visible police presence experience higher foot 
traffic and increased consumer confidence, local 
businesses in areas with strong community 
policing initiatives reported significant sales 
increases and improved customer loyalty. 
Additionally, effective policing can enhance the 
efficiency of local transport systems by ensuring 
safer transit routes and reducing incidents of theft 
or vandalism. Mohammed and Bello (2019) 
opined that municipalities investing in 
community policing strategies reported a 
decrease in transport-related crimes, leading to 
increased public transportation usage and 
enhanced economic activity. Improved safety in 
transport systems directly influences local 
economies by facilitating trade and commuting. 
However, the economic benefits of policing must 
be balanced against the costs of maintaining law 
enforcement operations. As highlighted by Smith 
and Wang (2017), community investments in 
policing should also consider potential adverse 
effects, such as gentrification and displacement of 
local businesses, ensuring that economic policies 
are inclusive and equitable for all community 
members.

Human Rights and Accountability Issues
Human rights and accountability in policing are 
paramount for maintaining public trust and 
ensuring justice in communities. Ensuring that 
law enforcement practices respect the rights of all 
citizens is crucial for preventing abuses and 
b u i l d i n g  a  f a i r  s y s t e m .  A b o r i s a d e  
(2018)emphasized the need for comprehensive 
training in human rights for police officers, which 

including the use of technology and community 
engagement, enable law enforcement agencies to 
identify crime trends and allocate resources more 
efficiently. Okafor and Uche (2020) highlighted 
how integrating community-sourced information 
into police intelligence systems has led to more 
effective crime prevention strategies in urban 
areas. Moreover, the role of technology in 
intelligence gathering cannot be understated. 
Utilizing data analytics, surveillance systems, 
and social media monitoring allows police 
departments to track criminal activities and trends 
in real time. Nnamdi and Eze (2020) illustrated 
that cities adopting advanced technological tools 
for intelligence gathering reported higher success 
rates in crime resolution compared to those 
relying on traditional methods. Despite these 
advancements, challenges remain in ensuring that 
intelligence gathering respects civil liberties and 
maintains community trust. Adeyanju and Idowu 
(2019) emphasized the need for clear policies and 
transparency regarding data use and intelligence 
sharing, as concerns about privacy can undermine 
public cooperation and the effectiveness of 
intelligence-led policing initiatives.

Strengthening Community-Police Relations
Strengthening community-police relations is vital 
for effective law enforcement and crime 
reduction. Positive relationships between police 
and community members foster trust,  
cooperation, and communication, leading to 
improved public safety outcomes. Olayinka 
andAdewumi (2017) indicated that community 
involvement in policing initiatives can lead to 
enhanced perceptions of safety and greater citizen 
cooperation in reporting crimes. Furthermore, 
effective community-police relations are built on 
transparency and accountability. Okafor and 
Udoka (2021) noted that when police departments 
engage in regular community meetings and share 
information about policing strategies and 
outcomes, they cultivate trust among residents. 
This transparency helps to demystify police 
operations and encourages community members 
to participate actively in safety initiatives. 
However, challenges remain in building and 
maintaining these relationships. Hassan 
andSuleiman (2021) pointed out that historical 
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(2018)said that local socio-economic conditions, 
such as unemployment rates and community 
cohesion, play a crucial role in determining the 
crime landscape of a given area and 
neighborhoods with strong social ties and 
community engagement experienced lower crime 
rates, suggesting that fostering community 
relationships can serve as a protective factor 
against crime. This highlights the importance of 
understanding the unique characteristics of 
different areas to develop targeted interventions 
that not only prevent crime but also strengthen 
community resilience.The relationship between 
crime displacement and area-specific dynamics 
underscores the complexity of urban crime 
patterns. Effective crime prevention strategies 
must consider the interconnectedness of 
neighborhoods and the potential for displacement 
effects. Weisburd and Braga (2018) emphasized 
the need for a holistic approach to crime 
prevention that incorporates community input 
and leverages local resources. By recognizing the 
importance of area-specific factors, law 
enforcement and policymakers can develop more 
effective strategies that reduce crime without 
merely shifting it elsewhere.

Increased Police Responsiveness and Rapid 
Intervention

In recent years, increased police responsiveness 
and rapid intervention have become critical 
components of contemporary policing strategies. 
Enhanced training and technology, such as real-
time data analytics and predictive policing, have 
enabled law enforcement agencies to respond 
more swiftly to incidents, thereby potentially 
reducing crime rates. Alpert and McLean 
(2016)noted that jurisdictions implementing 
rapid response protocols reported a decrease in 
violent crime, suggesting that timely intervention 
can deter criminal activity. This highlights the 
necessity of equipping police forces with the 
resources and training required to adapt quickly to 
changing crime patterns.The impact of rapid 
police intervention extends beyond immediate 
crime reduction; it also influences community 
perceptions of safety and trust in law 
enforcement. Okafor and Ayeni (2019) indicated 

can mitigate instances of misconduct and promote 
accountability. Additionally, accountability 
mechanisms, such as civilian oversight boards 
and transparent reporting systems, are essential 
for holding law enforcement agencies responsible 
for their actions. Bryce and Walsh (2016)stated 
that jurisdictions with robust accountability 
frameworks demonstrated significantly lower 
rates of police misconduct and higher public 
satisfaction with law enforcement. Such 
mechanisms also empower community members 
to engage in dialogues about policing practices, 
fostering a culture of transparency. However, 
challenges remain in the implementation of 
human rights policies within law enforcement. As 
noted by Adeniran (2017), systemic issues, 
including institutional resistance and inadequate 
training, can undermine efforts to promote 
accountability. To address these challenges, it is 
crucial for policymakers to prioritize human 
rights education and establish independent 
review processes to ensure fair treatment and 
justice for all community members.

Crime Displacement and Area-Specific Crime 
Dynamics

Crime displacement refers to the phenomenon 
where crime is relocated from one area to another 
due to the implementation of crime prevention 
strategies. Johnson and Bowers (2017)observed 
that while some crime reduction strategies may 
successfully lower crime rates in targeted areas, 
they can inadvertently lead to an increase in crime 
in adjacent regions. For example, Johnson and 
Bowersalso highlighted that the installation of 
security measures in urban neighborhoods led to a 
significant decrease in property crime rates; 
however, this reduction was accompanied by a 
noticeable uptick in similar offenses in 
neighboring areas, suggesting that offenders 
simply shifted their activities to less-protected 
locales. This displacement effect raises concerns 
about the overall effectiveness of crime 
prevention measures and emphasizes the need for 
comprehensive strategies that address crime at a 
broader spatial level.Area-specific crime 
dynamics are influenced by various social, 
economic, and environmental factors that can 
either exacerbate or mitigate crime rates. Afolabi 

The Impact Of Police Checkpoints On Crime and Community - Okoru A. O., Ellah C. C.

NOUN Journal of Criminology and Security Studies Vol. 3 No. 2,  July to December 2022 — 89 —



networks and community cohesion tended to 
exhibit higher rates of crime reporting which 
further suggested that social support systems can 
empower individuals to come forward with 
information about criminal activities, thereby 
enhancing community safety. However, 
challenges remain in encouraging crime 
reporting, particularly in communities with 
historical tensions between law enforcement and 
residents. Osagie and Ikechukwu (2018) 
emphasized the need for targeted outreach efforts 
to address these barriers which further identified a 
lack of awareness about reporting mechanisms 
and fear of police discrimination as significant 
deterrents to reporting crimes. By implementing 
community education programs and ensuring that 
reporting processes are accessible and 
confidential, law enforcement can enhance 
community willingness to report crimes and 
ultimately improve public safety outcomes.

Broken Windows Theory
Broken Windows Theory is a prominent theory 
related to the impact of police checkpoints on 
crime and community involvement in Nigeria 
developed by Kelling and Wilson in 1982. This 
theory posits that visible signs of disorder and 
neglect, such as broken windows, can lead to an 
increase in crime as it fosters a sense of 
lawlessness within a community. The aim of this 
theory is to highlight the relationship between 
minor social disorder and more serious criminal 
behavior, suggesting that addressing small issues 
can prevent larger crimes. Key assumptions 
include the belief that community policing and 
proactive measures, such as maintaining order 
through police checkpoints, can significantly 
enhance public safety and community 
engagement. The theory emphasizes the 
importance of community involvement in 
maintaining order and encourages police to work 
collaboratively with residents.The Broken 
Windows Theory is particularly relevant in the 
Nigerian context, where the effectiveness of 
police checkpoints in reducing crime and 
fostering community involvement can be 
scrutinized. While the theory contributes to 
knowledge by establishing a framework for 
understanding the relationship between disorder 

that communities experiencing quicker police 
responses were more likely to feel secure and to 
trust their local law enforcement which 
emphasized the importance of police-community 
relations, as increased trust can lead to enhanced 
cooperation and communication, which are 
essential for effective crime prevention strategies. 
By fostering a sense of safety through rapid 
intervention, police departments can strengthen 
their relationships with the communities they 
serve. However, the emphasis on rapid response 
must be balanced with considerations of 
community needs and the potential for over-
policing. While swift interventions can deter 
crime, they may also lead to negative interactions 
between law enforcement and community 
members, particularly in marginalized 
neighborhoods. Braga and Weisburd (2017) 
highlighted the importance of context-specific 
strategies that not only focus on responsiveness 
but also prioritize community engagement and 
communication. Ultimately, a holistic approach 
that combines rapid intervention with 
community-oriented policing principles can 
create a safer environment and promote positive 
police-community relationships.

Impact on Community Willingness to Report 
Crimes

Community willingness to report crimes is a 
crucial factor in effective law enforcement and 
crime prevention. Fagan and Tyler (2017) 
suggested that factors such as trust in law 
enforcement, perceived neighborhood safety, and 
fear of retaliation significantly influence 
individuals' decisions to report criminal activity 
and communities with higher levels of trust in the 
police were more likely to report crimes, 
indicating that building positive relationships 
between law enforcement and community 
members is essential for effective crime reporting 
mechanisms. This highlights the importance of 
police transparency and community engagement 
in fostering a culture of reporting. Additionally, 
the social environment within a community plays 
a vital role in shaping attitudes toward crime 
reporting. Chukwuma and Eze (2018) opined that 
neighborhoods characterized by strong social 
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these relations and contributing to the 
development of tailored strategies to improve 
cooperation between the police and local 
communities.

3.	 Economic Impact Assessments should be 
carried out in other states of Nigeria to assess 
the economic impact of police checkpoints on 
local businesses and transport services, 
enabling policymakers to gauge the benefits 
and challenges faced by businesses due to the 
presence of checkpoints, while considering 
potential economic improvements.

4.	 Human Rights Monitoring should be carried 
out in South-eastern Nigeria to monitor 
human rights and accountability issues 
associated with police checkpoints, helping 
ensure that police operations comply with 
national and international human rights 
standards, and that any violations are 
addressed in a timely and transparent manner.

5.	 Intelligence Gathering Enhancement should 
be carried out in Southwestern Nigeria to 
explore improvements in intelligence 
gathering through police checkpoints, 
allowing for the identification of best 
practices that could be replicated in other 
regions to enhance security and foster a more 
proactive approach to law enforcement.
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